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Parashat Teitzei
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“When you go out to war against your enemies, and G-d your G-d delivers him
into your hand, and you capture its captives, and you see amongst the captives
a beautiful woman, and you desire her, you maRe take her for a wife. You shall
take her into your house, and she will shave her head and grow her nails long.

She shall take off her [beautiful] dress of captivity and dwell in your house,

mourning over her father and mother for a month. Only after this may you

[again] engage in intercourse with her, and she will become your wife. But if
[after the mourning period] you do not desire her, you may send her away, but

you may not sell her for money....”
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Sefer HaLikutim, parashat Teitzei
Know, that the hair of Z’eir Anpin is black, due to the influence of the states of
gevurah which produce this hair. His hair is black as a raven, due to the influence
of the attribute of judgment.

The male (Z’eir Anpin) is the archetype of chesed while the female (Nukva) is the archetype of gevurah.
This is because the female personifies G-d’s drive to be revealed in creation, and this requires both
strength and severity (to resist the enticements of evil), while the male personifies the abstract Divine
idea itself, outside the context of creation.

One aspect of the flow of Divine energy between the partzufim is reflected in the hair. Hair is seen
as a hollow channel filled with Divine “light.” However, since it is possible to cut the hair without
experiencing any pain (which is of course not the case with any other part of the body), the life-force
present within hair is seen to be extremely attenuated. The force flowing through hair is thus highly
contracted, a manifestation of the power of gevurah and judgment. (Judgment in the sense of being
strictly rationed and apportioned).

The black hair of Z’eir Anpin is contrasted with the white (or grey) hair of Arich Anpin. Arich Anpin is
such a high, intense level of Divine consciousness that even the contraction represented by hair does
not produce truly contracted (dark) light, but rather a lower state of chesed.

The hair of the Nukva of Z’eir Anpin is red, since Nukva is itself constructed out of gevurah, as we have
explained previously.

1. Deuteronomy 21:10-14.
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As our sages said, “black blood is really red blood that has deteriorated,”* this
being the influence of the attribute of judgement.

The color red is associated with gevurah. The fact that black (in this case) is a form of red provides the
association between black and gevurah.

The Mishnah lists five colors of blood that are considered a sign of menstrual fumah (impurity), but
the sages of the Talmud find only four scriptural allusions to different colors of menstrual blood.
This is solved by pointing out that black blood is simply red blood that has changed its color. As
the Talmud continues, “Black blood is not black originally. It assumes the black color only after it is
discharged, like the blood of a wound which becomes black after it had been discharged from it.”
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These powers of judgement are the ten Names Elokim that enter Z’eir Anpin from
Ima, and then return upward as reflecting light, which is judgement.

The Name Elokim is associated with the sefirah of binah, and specifically, with its power of contraction
and limitation. Binah in general is a process of limiting, defining, honing down and contracting
the infinite insight of chochmah. But beyond this, the process of intellect becoming emotion —the
creation of Z’eir Anpin out of Ima—is a further contraction, a quantum leap lessening the intensity of
revelation characteristic of intellect into that characterizing emotion. The ten Names Elokim are the
ten sub-sefirot of binah that enter into Z’eir Anpin.
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If so, the light which itself is judgement is surely severe judgement, enough so
that the red is changed into black. As it is written, “His locks are curly, black as a
raven.”?

The Song of Songs is considered, Kabbalistically, to be the song of love between Z’eir Anpin (the
groom) and Nukva d’Zeir Anpin (the bride).
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These are the hairs whose numerical value is ten times that of Elokim, being equal
to the word for “lock.”

The numerical value of Elokim (alef-lamed-hei-yud-mem, 1 + 30 +5 + 10 + 40) is 86. Ten times 86 is 860.
The word for “locks” (taltalim) may be split into the singular for “lock” (faltal) and the plural suffix
(-im). The numerical value of taltal (taf-lamed-taf-lamed, 400 + 30 + 400 + 30) is 860.
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The plural suffix (-im) of the word for “locks” signifies the 50 letters comprised
by the ten Names Elokim. This is why the verse concludes, “dark as a raven.”

Each Name Elokim comprises five letters, 10 x 5 = 50. The word faltalim thus signifies the numerical

2. Nidah 19a.
3. Song of Songs 5:11.
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value of ten Names Elokim and the letters that form these Names.
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When the Jewish people used to go out to make war, the five Names Elokim of the
right side would be joined with the five Names Elokim of the left side, in order to
exact vengeance from their enemies. All that would thus be evident of these ten
Names Elokim would be the five of the right side. For would the five of the left
side be visible, the forces of evil would latch onto them.

Although one would think that wartime is when one should evince gevurah, the power of the left side,
we learn here that this is not the case. True, power and might (gevurah) must be present within the
army (or individual) waging war, but its/his outward conduct must be that of chesed. The fact that
the enemy has chosen to oppose the forces of holiness means that he must be fought, conquered —
and if necessary annihilated — for his own good. (It should be remembered that the Torah enjoins the
nation to exhaust peaceful overtures before resorting to war.)

Thus, fighting the enemy is an act of chesed for him and for reality as a whole. There is thus no place
for any outward demonstrations of vindictiveness or the like. On the contrary, should the people
evince any of the outward trappings of gevurah unnecessarily, they weaken themselves by allowing
the essence of their enemy to intrude into their being. This of course lessens their merit to win.
As we are taught, when the Jews were crossing the sea on dry land and the Egyptians were being
drowned in it, the angels complained to G-d that both parties were guilty of idol worship; why, then,
was He showing favor to one over the other? And anger, according to sages, is equivalent to idol
worship. Also, the Song at the Sea, which the Jewish people sang to G-d after being delivered from
the Egyptians, mentions G-d’s right arm twice, but not His left arm.
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This is why the straps of the tefilin are black, for they are to reflect these black
hairs of Z’eir Anpin. Furthermore, the right strap is to be longer than the left one.

The tefilin manifest the flow of consciousness from the intellect of Z’eir Anpin (the man wearing
them) downward. The head tefilin comprises four compartments, signifying chochmah, binah, and the
two aspects of da’at (the five states of chesed and the five states of gevurah). The two sides of the straps
emerging from the head tefilin and encompassing the head signify chesed and gevurah themselves.
The knot at the rear of the head signifies tiferet. The two straps descending from the knot signify
netzach and hod.

The straps are to black in order to reflect the hair of Z'eir Anpin, i.e., the protracted flow of Divine
light into Nukva and the world in general. This is reflected in the fact that the partzuf of Leah is said to
be situated behind the head of Z’eir Anpin, at the level of the knot of the head tefilin, while the partzuf
of Rachel is the hand tefilin itself. As we said, the female (both in woman in general as well as in the
female aspect of man) is the warrior whose task it is to battle the materialism of this world. Thus, in
the flow of Divine energy reaching her through Z’eir Anpin, the right side must predominate. Then
the war will be able to be fought properly, as described above.
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This is alluded to in the verse which opens this passage of the Torah. The numerical
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value of the word for “when” (ki) together with the first letter of the word for “you
go out” (teitzei, tav) is that of the five Names Elokim of the right side.

The numerical value of ki (kaf~yud, 20 + 10) is 30; that of tav is 400; 400 + 30 = 430. The numerical value
of Elokim, as above, is 86. 5 x 86 = 430.
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These aspects of the Name Elokim appear in this verse with G-d’s proper Name the
Name Havayah.

The verse continues: “...to war against your enemies, and G-d [Havayah] your G-d [Elokim] delivers
him into your hand....”
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G-d’s proper Name is spelled Havayah and read as Adni; the numerical value of
these together is 91, the numerical value of amen.

Havayah (yud-hei-vav-hei, 10 + 5 + 6 + 5) = 26; Adni (alef-dalet-nun-yud, 1 + 4 +50 + 10) = 65. 26 + 65 =
91; Amen (alef-men-nun, 1 + 40 + 50) = 91.
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This is also the numerical value of the remaining letters of the word for “you go
out” (teitzei).

Teitzei is spelled tav-tzadik-alef. The numerical value of the final two letters (tzadik-alef, 90 + 1) = 91.
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This, then is the implication of this verse: “When you go out” alludes to the five
Names Elokim of the right side, together with G-d’s proper Name Havayah, as we
have said. “...to war against your enemies” in this way, then it is a sure thing that
“G-d your G-d,” i.e.,, G-d as manifest in these two Names Havayah and Elokim
“will deliver him into your hand.” “Your hand” alludes to the five Names Elokim
of the right side, reflected in the five fingers of the right hand. Then, “you will
capture its captives.”

Thus, success in the war against evil is predicated on holy conduct, as opposed to fighting evil with
evil conduct.

There is also a slightly different exposition of the same idea:
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Likutei Torah, parashat Teitzei
As you know, the five states of gevurah in their mature state are almost like states
of mercy. They subdue the powers of evil, who derive sustenance from immature
consciousness.
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This is particularly true of the five states of gevurah within Abba, on the right axis
of Z’eir Anpin, as alluded to in the verse, “Your right arm, O G-d, is glorious in
power.” They can subdue the powers of evil most effectively.
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This is why the straps of the tefilin on the right side—which are “black as a
raven”—are longer than those on the left side, for the left side must not develop
tully, even in mature consciousness.
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This is the esoteric meaning of “When you go out to war....” The numerical value
of the initials of the two Hebrew words for “you go out to war” (teitzei lamilchamah)
is the same as five times that of the Name Elokim. The remaining two letters of
the word “you go out” allude to to the five Names Elokim—the five states of
mature gevurah—that appear with the Names Havayah and Adni.

The initials of teitzei lamilchamah are tav-lamed = 400 + 30 = 430.
The numerical value of the Name Elokim is 86, so again, 5 x 86 = 430.

Note that in this exposition, the 30 is arrived at by the initials of the two relevant words, rather than
by the numerical value of the preceding word, ki, as it was above.
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When these conditions exist, it is a foregone conclusion that “G-d, your G-d, will
deliver them into your hands,” for the state of mature consciousness will subdue
them.
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Sefer HaLikutim and Likutei Torah, parashat Teitzei

We must now inquire as to the statements of our sages that the soldier is permitted
to engage in sexual intercourse with the beautiful woman once during the war,

and that the Torah in this passage acquiesces to the evil inclination.
According to our sages, the Torah permits the beautiful woman to the soldier within the parameters

described in this passage (that he must marry her, etc.) because otherwise he would not be able to
resist her.
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Because the soldier cannot conquer his urge must the Torah then permit her to

him? If this is so, then let the Torah do the same will all other prohibitions!
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Secondly, it is stated further in the Torah that one of the punishments for national
wrongdoing is that “G-d will return you to Egypt in ships...and you will be sold
there to your enemies as slaves and handmaidens, and no one will buy.”* Why
is causing us to return to Egypt a punishment? The Torah does indeed tell us
that “you will see them the Egyptians no more,”* but is going against the Torah’s
command a punishment?
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Thirdly, why did G-d say this about Egypt, but not about other exiles? Why is He
against our returning to Egypt, but permits us to travel to Babylonia or Media?
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Fourthly, why do our sages normally speak of only four exiles—Babylonia, Media,

Greece, and Edom—as in the verse “And behold, a dark fear...,”® but the exile of

Egypt, which was more severe than any of these, is not mentioned together with
them?
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Finally, why is the exodus of Egypt mentioned in the Torah fifty times?
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To answer all this: The four exiles correspond to the four letters of the Name

4. Deuteronomy 28:68.

5. Exodus 14:13.

6. Genesis 15:12, discussing Abraham’s vision of the future of his descendants: “And behold, a great, dark fear fell upon
him.” “’Fear’ refers to Babylonia.... ‘dark’ refers to Media.... ‘great’ refers to Greece.... ‘fell upon him” refers to Edom’”
(Bereishit Rabbah 44:17).
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Havayah, and the exile of Egypt to the upper tip of the yud, which outweighs
them all and is greater than they.
The four letters of the Name Havayah correspond to chochmah, binah, the midot, and malchut,

respectively, while the upper tip of the yud corresponds to keter, the source of them all. The super-
conscious is more powerful and its rectification therefore more crucial than all the other powers of

the soul.

> 09932 7517 XY 9P oayD and TN 1AM
,0919n 9173 N2 X

*D ,09952 751 XY 1991 oy na amm 1M
02191 19173 7N X0

Therefore it is mentioned repeatedly in the Torah and is not mentioned together
with the other exiles, for it is in a class by itself.
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Now, the purpose of exile is to elevate the fallen sparks of holiness that were
scattered all over the earth and were mixed in with evil due to the sin of Adam.
This is the meaning of the verse, “There is a time when a man overcomes another
man to his detriment,”” meaning that the “evil man” overcomes the “holy man”
to his own detriment, for the fact that he oppresses Israel and rules them allows
Israel to totally extract from him all the sparks of holiness within him.

“Evil man” and “holy man” here mean the forces of evil and good. Just as in the vision of Ezekiel the

array of Divine attributes flowing into creation had the form of a man, and the anatomy of terrestrial
man reflects this organization of forces, so are the forces of evil arranged in the human form.
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And wherever they go, the Shechinah Divine presence goes with them, in order to
elevate her component parts.
The Divine presence accompanies the Jewish people in their exile, in order to reconstruct herself out

of the fallen sparks of her shattered self.
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That is why we are commanded not to return to Egypt, but are not so prohibited
with regard to other nations that have oppressed us, for we have not yet elevated
all the Divine sparks within them.

“And they emptied out Egypt,” meaning that during the Egyptian exile the Jewish people elevated

7. Ecclesiastes 8:9.
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all the Divine sparks that inhered in that culture and country.
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This is why the punishment for wrongdoing is that G-d “will return you to Egypt
in ships.” Since Egypt corresponds to the upper tip of the yud, and there remain
Divine sparks to elevate in the other lands, which are in comparison to Egypt like
the body is to the head, Israel must return to Egypt.

By returning to Egypt, the general exile, Israel can then proceed to elevate whatever sparks remain
in the derivative exiles of the other nations.
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But as to Egypt itself, “no one will buy.” When there were sparks of holiness
embedded within them they desired to rule over Israel. But since Egypt has
already been totally refined, they no longer have any desire to enslave Israel.
Therefore, they will not want to buy them as slaves.
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Babylonia corresponds to the head, as it is written: “You are the head of gold.”®
Media and Persia correspond to the two arms, Greece corresponds to the body,
and Edom and Ishmael correspond to the two legs. This is why the latter two
exiles are long.
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In the verse quoted, Daniel is speaking to Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylonia.

The present exile is seen as an extension of the Roman exile (Edom is Rome), since culturally and
legally, Western civilization shares the values and worldview of ancient Rome. A subset of this exile
is that of Ishmael, the Arabs, who are seen as an antithesis of Roman civilization and values, and who
will rule over the Jewish people for a time concurrently with the exile of Rome.
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This is also why our sages refer to the final stages of the exile as “the heels of the
Messiah,” for in that time it will be necessary to elevate the Divine sparks that
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8. Daniel 2:38.
9. Sotah 49a.
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have become enmeshed in the lowest elements of these exiles, the feet.
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Regarding this body, our sages said: “The son of David shall not come until all
the souls have been emptied out of the Body,”'’ referring to the holiness that has
been mixed in with the evil of the “evil man” mentioned above.
The usual meaning of this saying is that all the souls waiting in their spiritual storehouse (known as
the “Body”) must be born into this physical world at least once in order for Mashiach to come. Here,

it means that all the Divine sparks (“souls”) must be elevated and thus emptied out of the body
representing the exiles of Israel.
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Now, as we said, Egypt outweighs all the other exiles for it corresponds to the tip
of the yud and transcends the rest of this “body.” Therefore, when the messiah
comes and the process of elevation and refinement of the sparks will be completed,
“death will be swallowed up forever”" and the sparks will be totally elevated as
they were in Egypt. About this time it is written, “as in the days when you went
out of Egypt I will show him wonders.”"?
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All this enables us to understand the subject of the beautiful woman. As is known,
all those who engaged in this type of war—an optional war—were absolutely
righteous, and had not even committed the sin of talking during prayer.

The Torah commands the Jewish people to wipe out the seven pagan nations that occupied Canaan, in
order to possess the land of Israel and fill it with holiness. In this obligatory war, we are commanded,

“you shall let no soul live.” The war we are discussing here, however, is not of this type, but a
voluntary war we are allowed to wage in order to expand the borders of Israel.

Before going out to fight this war, all those who were afraid to fight because they felt that their sins
would disqualify them from G-d’s protection were allowed to leave the front. Thus, the ones who
remained were only those totally confident in their sinless state.

10. Yevamot 62a.
11. Isaiah 25:8.
12. Micah 7:15.
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It is impossible for the evil inclination to persuade such a righteous person to
defile himself with a non-Jewish woman. Therefore the Torah informs us that if
he does indeed feel attracted to her, it is because there is a holy spark enmeshed
in this nation and something of it is found in this non-Jewish woman. This spark
is connected to the soul of this man, and he therefore is attracted to her.
We are taught that the soul descends into this world not only for the general purpose of elevating

the fallen sparks of holiness, but that there are in fact specific sparks that each soul is uniquely suited
to elevate.
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Therefore the Torah permits her to him. With the power of the spirit that he
introduces into her through intercourse, it is possible that the good in her will be
able to overpower the evil and expel it. The woman will then be fit to enter the
realm of holiness and convert to Judaism.

Sexual intercourse is meant of course to be a union not only of body of soul as well; through
intercourse, the righteous man will impart something of his Divine consciousness to this woman.
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Nonetheless, their offspring will still be rebellious, for it is impossible that some

residual evil will not remain in her that will manifest itself in their child.

The passage of the Torah describing the laws of the beautiful woman is followed by the laws of what

is to be done to an exceptionally rebellious son. According to the oral tradition, the juxtaposition of

these two passages is meant to convey that the offspring of the soldier and the beautiful woman will
be rebellious.
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“But if you do not desire her”—this indicates that whatever good there was within
her was the minority and became nullified, for the evil overcame it and expelled
it. It joined together with the spirit he introduced into her, which then returned
to him and was elevated. She was thus left totally evil.

In this case, the spirit introduced into her through intercourse was not able to expel the evil since
she herself did not possess enough good to combine forces with his good and overcome the evil. The
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indication that this indeed happened is if after the mourning period he is no longer attracted to her.
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Scripture says, “When you go out to war against your enemies...”—the word
“enemies” being in the plural even though a country generally fights one enemy
at a time—and continues, “...and G-d, your G-d, delivers it to you...,” the word
“it” being in the singular. The reason for this is that one spark of holiness, which
is only one soul, becomes mixed amongst a number of bodies when it enters the
world. Thus, the word “your enemies” is in the plural, for the spark is somewhere
amidst all of them. “...And G-d, your G-d, delivers it to you...” refers to the one
spark that you will extricate from there.
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Alternatively, according to the basic non-mystical meaning of the text, Scripture
said that “When you go out” as one man with one heart, then G-d will reward you
in kind, and will make your numerous enemies like one single one. That is why
“...and G-d, your G-d, delivers it to you...” is in the singular.
“When you go out” is in the singular, referring to the Jewish army as a unit. This indicates that they

are of one mind and spirit, as opposed to a host of individuals with their own personal agendas. G-d
responds in kind, “changing” the enemy hoards into a group as easy to conquer as a single man.
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Alternatively, this may be explained similar to how we understand the verse, “In

that day, G-d will punish the host of heaven in heaven and the kings of the earth

on earth.”” “...And G-d, your G-d, delivers it to you...” refers to delivering the

heavenly Prince of the enemy nation, just as the verse “And Israel saw Egypt dead
on the seashore”' refers to the heavenly Prince of Egypt.

The “host of heaven” refers to the patron angels (“Princes”) appointed over their respective
nations.

After the Egyptians were drowned in the sea, Scripture says “Israel saw Egypt” —in the singular,
rather than “the Egyptians” —“dead on the seashore.” Although the simple meaning of this verse
refers to the nation of Egypt, it implies as well the heavenly angelic patron of the nation that was
robbed of its power over them.

13. Isaiah 24:21.
14. Exodus 14:30.
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Here, too, G-d promises to deliver the heavenly power source of the enemy nation to the Jewish
people.
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Afterwards, “you will take its captive” refers to the earthly soldiers under its
influence.
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Alternatively, it is known that “the real enemies of a person are the men of his
house.”"”> Mystically, this refers to the drops of seminal emission that issued from
him and from which the “bodies” of the forces of evil were made, as it is written,
“and I have created destructive forces to cause damage.”'¢

Although, as this verse states, G-d creates the forces of evil, the “material” He uses to construct their
“bodies” is the vital seed that a person emits improperly.
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Thus, there are two types of enemies: seminal emissions, known as “the plagues
caused by mortal men,”" and the forces of evil themselves. Therefore “When you
go out to war against your enemies...” is in the plural. “...and G-d, your G-d,
delivers it to you...” refers to the forces of evil, the first type of enemy, and “...you
will take its captive” refers to the drops of seminal emission, the holy soul that
the first enemy captured, the forces of evil. You will retrieve from his hand the
very captive he took from you originally, and return it to the realm of holiness, as
it is written, “...and take her into your house.”
The first enemy, the forces of evil in general, has captured the vital force in the seminal emissions.
These drops were the vehicles through which G-d intended to bring a holy soul into the world.
Instead, this holy soul became captive to the forces of evil and animated the destructive forces created

through it. When a person repents for this sin, he recaptures these holy souls from the forces of evil,
and turns them into forces of holiness.'®
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Alternatively, since “sin crouches at the door,””” while the good inclination does
not fully enter the person until he is 13 years old, his limbs are used to following

15. Micah 7:6.

16. Isaiah 54:16.

17. 2 Samuel 7:14

18. This paragraph is repeated further in Sefer HaLikutim, and appears also in Ta’amei HaMitzvot.
19. Genesis 4:7.
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the evil inclination from the day he is born.

The “evil inclination,” the drive each of is born with toward fulfilling our material needs and
focusing mentally on ourselves, is present from birth. In contrast, the altruistic “good inclination”
enters consciousness slowly, beginning with proper religious education and blooming fully at age
13 for boys and 12 for girls. Thus, the evil inclination is at a distinct advantage, having accustomed
the individual’s body to taking its orders for 12-13 years.
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When a person desires to repent, he “goes out to war against his enemies,” i.e.,
the evil inclination and the limbs of his body. “...and G-d, your G-d, delivers it
to you...” refers to the evil inclination, and then “...you will take its captive,”
referring to the limbs of the body.
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Continuing along these lines, “And you see amongst the captives a beautiful
woman...” refers to the soul.

The Divine soul is held captive by the body that has become accustomed to following the evil
inclination.

MYyIT MIMR oY Awxa DR Anoa | JIYY MIIMRT PONY ,AWRA DX ANOM

“...and she shall shave her head...” means that the soul will remove any evil
beliefs it held.

When held captive by the force of the evil inclination, the soul becomes “indoctrinated” with distorted
or evil philosophies and beliefs, such as Deism, pantheism, atheism, cynicism, etc.
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”

“...and make her nails...
indulgences.

means cutting away and renouncing unnecessary

Nails symbolize extraneous life-force, since they grow but can be cut without pain.
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“...and remove her captivity dress...” refers to the “garment” produced by sinful
acts, similar to the idiom, “remove the filthy garments off him.”*

A “garment” of the soul is a means of expression. Repeated sinful acts weave a crude and vulgar
“garment” that the soul gets used to wearing; its desensitization to spirituality makes it insensitive

to the crudeness of vulgarity and gives it the impression that expressing itself in crude ways is
sophisticated or chique. So it gets used to thinking, talking, and acting in these crude ways.

20. Zechariah 3:4.
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“...and she shall weep for her father...” this refers to her heavenly Father, the
Holy One, blessed be He.
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“...and her mother...” refers to the collective soul of Israel, similar to what is
written, “After my return, I comforted...”*

The penitent must, as part of his repentance, realize that his past acts have “harmed” G-d, i.e.,

prevented Him from advancing His purpose in creation. Similarly, he has “harmed” the Divine

presence, or Shechinah, which is the collective soul of Israel (keneset Yisrael), by preventing it from

actualizing Divine consciousness in reality. Remorse for this helps the penitent reorient his energies
toward goodness.

The verb “I comforted” in the verse from Jeremiah is transitive, as if to mean, “I comforted [G-d].”
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“...and she shall weep...for a month of days” refers to the month of Elul, which
are days and not years, and are the most propitious time for repentance.

The idiom “days and not years” is taken from the Talmud* and means “only a short time.”

The passage concludes: “...and then she shall be brought to you and you shall become her husband,
and she shall be your wife.”

Sha’ar HaMitzvot, parashat Teitzei

[Note from Rabbi Shmuel Vital: I have seen fit to append here some of my father’s
words regarding the care to be taken regarding immersion, especially for someone
who has had an improper seminal emission.]
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Regarding immersion in a mikveh as prescribed in the Talmud® for someone
who has had an improper seminal emission or who has had marital relations,
I saw that my master the Arizal insisted with all his might on performing it as
prescribed. Even when he was very sick and suffered from an inguinal hernia,
which is aggravated by immersion, he did not refrain from immersing at all.

21. Jeremiah 31:18.
22. Shabbat 105b.
23. Berachot 22.
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Once, his mother forbade him from immersing the whole winter, so perforce he
did not immerse, but nonetheless, he did not lose his understanding of mystical
matters during this time. One of his other students testified before me that he
heard my master say that nothing aids a person in understanding Kabbalah as
much as being scrupulous about always being spiritual pure from the defilement
of seminal emission, proper or improper, through immersion.
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I did not receive from him the mystical meditations accompanying this type of
immersion, only the meditations accompanying the immersion of the day before
the Sabbath and of the Sabbath morning, as I have explained. But whatI did receive
from him in general regarding immersion is that immersion is an experience of
the sefirah of chesed of Ima, indicated by the final mem, which holds the water.

The final mem is a square, closed on all sides. The numerical value of mem is 40, the minimum number
of measures of water (se’ah) that a mikveh must contain to be fit.
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Another explanation:
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Sefer HaLikutim and Ta'amei HaMitzvot, parashat Teitzei
You know the Zohar’s explanation of the verse “...who walked in darkness”?*: that
the forces of evil “dwell together but end in division.”” Someone who goes out to
do battle against his evil inclination must do so in an ascending matter, battling
the forces of evil first when they are in division. This is why Scripture says, “...
over your enemies,” in the plural. He then battles them as they dwell together;
therefore Scripture says, “...and He will deliver him,” in the singular.
Evil, as we have seen previously, is synonymous with the egocentricity that prevents the individual

from seeing himself as part of G-d, insisting instead on seeing himself as an independent entity,
free to choose how much of Divine law to accept or not to accept it altogether. This independence

24. Isaiah 50:10.
25. Zohar 3:196a.
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prevents the various forces of evil from ever functioning completely harmoniously, since each
individual force will always keep its own agenda paramount and remain unwilling to submit to the
others for the greater, common “good” (or rather, evil).

This independence becomes more and more characteristic of evil the lower we go on the spiritual
chain of development, inasmuch as “lower” in spiritual terms always means “further removed from
complete Divine consciousness.” The less Divine consciousness, the more evil, and the more division
into independent, clashing pockets of self-consciousness.

When we set out to eradicate the evil within, we must usually deal first with the “small,” behavioral
things and then gradually ascend to the “bigger” issues. Our first encounters with evil are therefore
with numerous day-to-day challenges, a multiplicity of smaller enemies. Only later do we face the
more ultimate issues.
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But in order to understand the rest of this idea, we must first understand how our
sages said in reference to these laws that “the Torah spoke only against the evil
inclination.”? This is usually understood to mean that the Torah here gave in to the
soldier’s evil inclination. Because the evil inclination overcame this man, should
we permit him to commit such a great transgression?
It is usually understood that the Torah permits the solider to engage in sexual intercourse with
the captive woman once and then marry her because otherwise he would not be able to overcome
his urges and would simply take her unlawfully. By legislating a permitted way for the solider
to channel his urges, the Torah enables him to hold them at least somewhat in check. This partial

submission to the evil inclination is therefore seen as sort of victory, since the evil inclination has
been prevented from making the soldier commit a complete transgression of the Torah.

Ultimately, however, this cannot be the only rationale for this leniency.

PIyn T IR | XTIV 70X
Rather, the mystical understanding of this matter is as follows:
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There are a number of great and holy souls that have been “captured while in the
scale,” and have descended into this world as non-Jews.

In the imagery of the Zohar,” the world operates (presently) under the Tree of Knowledge of Good
and Evil, meaning that evil and good are intermixed in our reality. This tree is depicted as a balance-
scale with two pans, one tending toward good and the other toward evil. There are evidently certain
souls that at certain points of their life are in these pans, and if the world at large is sinful, the scale
tips in the direction of evil and these souls become ensnared by the forces of evil.

26. Kidushin 21b.
27. 2:95b.
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Also, the Jewish men who participated in this war were all righteous, as it says,

“Who is the man who is afraid of his sins? He must return from the front.”?

In the passage preceding this one, the Torah tells us that before going out to war, the army is addressed
by a priest and the army officers who say that anyone who is afraid should return home then and
there. The basic meaning of this is that someone who is cowardly should not go out to war, for
his cowardice could infect the other soldiers. The somewhat deeper meaning is that someone who
knows that he has committed sins for which he has not yet done proper penitence, and is therefore
afraid that he does not possess the spiritual merit of G-d’s protection, should not go out to war.

Thus, anyone who possessed any demerits whatsoever had already left the ranks before the army
went out to battle. The soldiers that remained were all totally righteous individuals.
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Under these circumstances, if “you see amongst the captives a beautiful woman,
and desire her...,” this indicates that this woman is certainly from the spiritual
root of Israel, and that the forces of evil “took” and captured her. Therefore, you
may take her as your wife.
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Thus, it is written, “...and you capture its captive,” for this soul is in fact held
captive by them in this “scale,” and therefore it is proper for you to take her from
them Eak ko k]
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Sefer HaLikutim, parashat Teitzei
Another explanation: When a person sins, the forces of evil envelop him and
clothe him in impurity. This is the meaning of the image of “filthy garments”
found in the Prophets.” Scripture now says, “When you go out to war against” the
evil inclination, and calls it “your enemies,” in the plural, referring to Samael,*

28. Deuteronomy 20:5-8, and Rashi ad loc.
29. Zechariah 3:4.
30. These are all names of demons, and should not be pronounced.
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his wife—the greater Lilith, Agrat the daughter of Machalat, the lesser Lilith,
Naamah, and so forth, and all their hordes. They pursue people, trying to make
them sin. But when a person repents, G-d does not trouble him to attack all these
demons, but rather, “...and He will give him...” in the singular, referring to the
head and greatest of them all, the evil inclination. G-d will give him “...into your
hand,” just as the Men of the Great Assembly did.

The “Men of the Great Assembly” was the Sanhedrin during the period roughly from the rebuilding
of the first Temple (353 BCE) to the beginning of the period of Alexander the Great (313 BCE). It is

recorded in the Talmud® that they once petitioned G-d to given them control of the evil inclination,
and He did.
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The words “...and you capture a captive” refer to the following: The
commandments that a sinner performs and the Torah he learns elicit Divine
beneficence and enlightenment from on high. But the forces of evil capture it, for
they say, “This man who performed these commandments is our servant and our
ally, and whatever a servant acquires is automatically acquired by his master.”
Thus, the beneficence elicited by the sinner is snatched by the forces of evil, and
this is obviously against G-d’s will.
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This is why it is written, “And to the wicked, G-d says, “Why do you discuss
My statutes?’”** Does this imply that G-d wants to prevent a wicked person from
studying the Torah?! Certainly not! Rather, it means that as long as he continues
sinning, the forces of evil enjoy the beneficence elicited by all the Torah he learns
and the commandments he fulfills.

JINP™ Y93 Do 02 1B ADOopa Bw wha XXM L,AnOw nawna awwd Yax

But when he repents properly, he extracts from mouth of the forces of evil
that which they swallowed, this being the mystical meaning of the verse, “He
swallowed a legion and vomited it out.”®
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This is the meaning of repentance (teshuvah, lit. “return”): the penitent returns the
Torah and commandments to their original abode in the realm of holiness.
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31. Sanhedrin 64a.
32. Psalms 50:16.
33. Job 20:15.
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This is the meaning of “...you capture a captive.” That which the forces of evil
captured from your evil aspect, when you now go out to do battle against it and
repent, you take back.
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“...and you see amongst the captives a beautiful woman” alludes to the soul of
the sinner that was ensnared by the forces of evil, for it is beautiful—a princess “as
beautiful as the moon, bright as the sun”* that was sullied by the impurity of the
sickness of the house of sin. G-d says, “I command you to desire her!” This is why
it is written, “...and you will desire her,” as if it were a commandment.
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“...and you take her as a wife,” meaning that she should not be cut off from you,
reincarnated amongst the bodies of the wicked, or as a dog or some other impure
being. Rather, she should be your wife, and no one else’s.

If the person does not repent and reclaim his soul, it will have to be purified by other means, among
which is reincarnation.
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“...and you shall take her into your house,” meaning that you should look deeply
into yourself, secluding yourself to cry over your sins. As our sages say, “If the evil
inclination, that disgusting thing, harms you, drag him into the House of Study.”*
They used the term “harm” to allude to the fact that he harmed you with his sharp
sword. In this context, “into your house” means “into the House of Study.”

Studying Torah fortifies the soul and sensitizes it to the gravity of the sins it performed in the past.
This ensures that the person will repent fully.
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“...and she shall shave her head,” meaning that you should divest yourself of all
the foreign beliefs, heresies, or planned sins that you harbored.
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34. Song of Songs 6:10.
35. Sotah 52a.
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Alternatively, these words refer to whatever haughtiness or obstinacy you possess.
You should “shave” these off yourself, i.e., uproot them and contemn yourself as
dust.
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“...and trim her nails,” meaning that if you have anything you robbed or extorted
that you literally or figuratively snatched with your fingernails, like an eagle
snatches animals with its fingernails and devours them, then the correction for
this for you to return what you stole or extorted. In this way—
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“...she shall remove the skirt of her captivity from her,” meaning those “filthy
garments” that were created out of your misdeeds, through which the soul was
captured and robed in foreign clothes.
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“...and she shall sit in your house,” meaning that then your soul will dwell again
in your body, and will not leave you and be cut off from this world, wandering
in the spiritual worlds, leaving you without a soul. For that is the way of a sinner:
his soul flies away from him, and he walks about without her.

Although he continues to live, the sinner forfeits the revelation of his Divine soul within him, and
subsists on the power of his animal soul.
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But when you repent, “...she will sit in your house a bemoan her father and her
mother.” This alludes to the fact that the sinner causes a blemish in Abba and
Ima, i.e., the Holy One, blessed be He, and His Shechinah.

This includes also the lower manifestation of male and female, Z’eir Anpin, and Nukva.
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This is alluded to by the addition of the article twice, before the words “her father”
and “her mother.”

The article (et), which has no translation but signifies that the following word is the direct object
of the verb, is often understood to mean that something addition is implied besides the explicit
direct object. Here, the penitent is intended to mourn adjuncts to his “mother and father,” as will be
indicated presently.
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Specifically, sexual sins are referred to in the Torah as “uncovering nakedness.” In listing forbidden
sexual relationships, the Torah uses the idiom “you shall not uncover the nakedness of....”
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The two spellings of “nakedness” in the Torah indicate that by sinning, a person
causes a blemish in both the yud-hei and the vav-hei, which together make up the
Name Havayah, which indicates tiferet, “her father.”

The two words used for “nakedness” in the Torah are ervah and eryah,* spelled:
Ervah: ayin-reish-vav-hei;

Eryah: ayin-reish-yud-hei.

Tiferet is the central sefirah of Z’eir Anpin.
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The words “and her mother,” including the article, indicate that because of the sin
the forces of evil have spread upward until “her mother,” Nukva, blemishing her
such that she became “...a month of days,” i.e., that she was diminished from “a
month” to “days.”
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Your rectification is to bewail this separation and diminishing. That is why the
Torah says “...and she will cry,” for it has been established that the heavenly
gates of tears are never closed.” This is because tears cause the sources of pure
water from the supernal Lebanon to open, and a flow of water issues from there
to purify the stopped up channels of Divine mercy.

The supernal “Lebanon” refers to Abba and Ima: Lebanon is spelled lamed-beit-nun-vav-nun. The
numerical value of lamed-beit is 32, the number of “pathways of wisdom.” Nun-vav-nun spells the
letter nun, whose numerical value is 50, the number of “gates of understanding.” It is also explained

in Chassidut that tears result from an excess of emotion in the mind that cannot be contained within
the normal vessels of the intellect and must therefore “spill over” in order to be released.

Crying thus indicates that the penitent had taken his penitence so seriously that he is overwhelmed
by the gravity of what he has done. The tears so produced indicate that this awareness has flushed
the rest of his spiritual infrastructure and purified it.

Geographically, the mountains of Lebanon are the source of the Jordan River, the main source of
drinking water for the Land of Israel.
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“...After this, she will come to you,” referring to the how the soul of a righteous

36. The latter is the less common, and is found in Ezekiel 16:7, 22, 39, 23:29, Micah 1:11 and Habakkuk 3:9.
37. Berachot 32b.
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person departs his body, which is like pulling a hair out of milk.*
This is how the Talmud describes “death by the kiss [of G-d],” reserved for the righteous.
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Just like the righteous person made the physical into the spiritual, that is, he built
his portion in the World to Come out of his Divine service in this world, so does
his soul pull his body after it, like “pulling a hair.” For when a person pulls a hair
out of milk, some of the milk clings to it. This indicates how part of the body is
transformed into the soul, as it is written, “Pull me, and we will run after you.”*
This is the meaning of “after this, she will come to you,” i.e., that the physical
body will be drawn after the soul.

The phrase “she will come to you” thus indicates how the soul will pull some element of the body

with it to the afterlife. In Chassidut, this is described as the energy inherent in the animal soul that the
righteous person has harnessed in the service of good and holiness.

The verse quoted from the Song of Songs indicates how G-d pulls the soul after Him, and then the
soul is joined by the body; hence the change from singular to plural.
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“...and you will marry her” means in this context that you will give her a husband,
which in this case means G-d. For until now the verse “G-d is far from the wicked”*
applied to the soul, but now he becomes her husband and master, and she his
servant, and he shall say to her, “you are My servant.”*!
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When the dead shall be resurrected, “...she will be your wife,” meaning that the
body will no longer be opaque, disintegrating in the ground with no hope of
rising, for there will be dust under the feet of the righteous. Rather, “it will be
your wife.”

The body will join wholly with the soul and together live in the rectified world.

AN 72 N¥DA R? DX YIX ,MMNT AT 9D MMM A2 PWRNY JRYM CIX T ,N31 72 N¥BA XY OX
.T0BR 7 ,AwDIR ANNPWY W LJRn AnPwn Pam ,51a0aa

“...and if you do not desire her,” means that I—i.e., the Torah—advise you to
desire her and gain all that has been described above, but if you do not desire her,
she will have to undergo reincarnation, and will be sent away from you. This is

38. Berachot 8a.

39. Song of Songs 1:4.
40. Proverbs 15:29.

41. par. Isaiah 41:9, 49:3.
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the meaning of what follows, “...you will send her on her way.” This is a loss.
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You will also lose what you could have gained by taking her; this is the meaning
of the following words: “you shall not sell her for money,” meaning that you will
not deliver her into the World to Come with desire, but rather, she will have to
roll about through reality like a pebble in a box.
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“...you will not abuse her” any more, meaning that you will no longer be able
to use her, but rather she will (G-d forbid) be cut off from you, and you will
deteriorate like dirt, with no resuscitation. All of this is “...because you made her
suffer” through your deeds.
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May G-d, in His mercy, bring us back to Him in full penitence. Amen.
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“If on the way you happen upon a bird’s nest, in any tree or on the ground,
with chicks or eggs, the mother sitting on the chicks or the eggs, do not take the
mother together with the children. Send away the mother, and [only then] take
the children, so that it be well with you and you live long. "

This is the commandment of “sending away the nest.”
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Sha’ar HaMitzvot, parashat Teitzei

Before discussing this mitzvah, we must first inform you concerning one prefatory
concept regarding the supernal coupling of Abba and Ima.
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Know that the union of Z’eir Anpin and Nukva occurs sporadically and there are
times when it is interrupted. In contrast, Abba and Ima couple continuously and

42. Deuteronomy 22:6-7.
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never part from each other, as mentioned in the Zohar.*
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Now, this seems to contradict the statement of our sages that “The Holy One,
blessed be He, swore that He would not enter the celestial Jerusalem until He
enters the terrestrial Jerusalem.”* This means that there would be no supernal
coupling of Abba and Ima—referred to as “the celestial Jerusalem”—until the
lower coupling, between Z’eir Anpin and Nukva—referred to as “the terrestrial
Jerusalem—would occur.
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The solution to this is that there are two types of coupling of Abba and Ima. The
first is in order to emanate new souls into earthly bodies. The second is for two
purposes: either to elicit the life-force necessary to sustain the continued existence
of the worlds or to draw down old souls—i.e., souls that were emanated when the
worlds were created—in order that they now enter the physical world, as we will
explain presently.
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Now, when Abba and Ima couple for the first purpose, i.e., to emanate new souls,
they do so as various states of the Name Havayah, names vocalized with vowels.
In the Bible, the Name Havayah is usually vocalized with the vowels of the Name Adnut, but is
occasionally vocalized using the vowels of the Name Elokim (see, for example, Deuteronomy 3:24).

In Kabbalah, the Name Havayah is vocalized in many ways, each way indicating a different type of
Divine flow.
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It is known that the vowels express the chochmah of whatever context in which
they are found. It follows that this type of coupling is that of chochmah of Abba
with Ima.
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43. 3:290b.
44. Ta'anit ba.
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However, when they couple for the second purpose, i.e., only to sustain the worlds,
they do so via the Names Havayah themselves, i.e., just the letters without the
vowels. This is the couple of binah of Abba with Ima, for the letters express the
binah of the context in which they are found.

The consonants, the skeletal “shell” of the sound, are considered external relative to the vowels, the
inner “meat” of the sound. Similarly, binah is external to chochmah, clothing it.
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The first type of coupling is referred to in the Zohar as the “complete coupling.”
This is because this coupling produces crowns and brains for Z’eir Anpin and
Nukva of Atzilut, the offspring of Abba and Ima. This then allows Z’eir Anpin
and Nukva to couple, too, in order to propagate new souls in the world.
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The second type of coupling is referred to as the “incomplete coupling,” for its
purpose is only to elicit the life-force necessary to sustain creation or to elicit souls
that have already been created and are included in that of Adam, as is known, and
as will be presently explained.

The second type of coupling is inferior to the first because it does not produce anything new. It

simply sustains the steady-state existence of the world, keeping it from reverting to the nothingness-
state that preceded creation.
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Now, these two types of coupling are both divided into two manners of coupling.
Sometimes Abba and Ima couple while they are situated in their normal location,
above, in which case they are of equal height and face each other. In this posture,
they couple, as we said, in two ways: the “complete coupling” and the “incomplete
coupling.”
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The second manner of coupling occurs when Ima descends and “sits on the
chicks.” This means that her netzach-hod-yesod descend and become enclothed
as the intellect of Z’eir Anpin, as is known. In this case, Ima is postured face to
face with Abba but only from the midpoint of the tiferet of Abba on down.

In order for Ima, the quintessence of the intellect, to impart intellect to Z’eir Anpin, the personification
of the emotions, it has to descend somewhat to the level of the emotions and “become” emotional
intellect. This requires her to cease relating to Abba’s intellect (chochmah-binah-da’at), because the
intellectual intensity of the intellect of Abba would not allow Ima to diminish itself (tzimtzum) enough
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to enter into the reality of the emotions. She can thus, for the duration of this transference, only
couple with Abba’s emotions.
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Now, it is also known that these two postures exist also with regard to Z’eir Anpin
and Nukva. Sometimes Nukva’s top is level with his chest, in which case she
couples with his lower half, face to face. At other times, she is level with him, in
which case they couple face to face sharing the same stature. So it is here with
Abba and Ima: two statures, at each of which can occur the said two types of
coupling, “complete” and “incomplete.”
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Know that the second posture can also occur in two fashions. The firstis when Ima
crouches over Z’eir Anpin and becomes clothed within him in order to provide him
with intellect, as we have mentioned. The second is when she hovers only over
Nukva and becomes vested within her in order to provide her with intellect.
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We have thus described six types of coupling between Abba and Ima. To
summarize:
1. in their native location, face to face and of equal stature:
a. the “complete coupling” in this context
b. the “incomplete coupling” in this context

2. when Ima descends, “sitting on the chicks.” In this context, Abba must
bend over and lower his head in order to couple with Ima.

a. the “complete coupling” in this context
b. the “incomplete coupling” in this context
c. while vested in Z’eir Anpin

d. while vested in Nukva.
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We will now explain these six types of coupling.
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Know that the “complete coupling” is in order to elicit new souls that are not
included in Adam’s comprehensive soul. This coupling is not continuous. When
the holy Temple stood, this “complete coupling” occurred and new souls came
into the world. But after the destruction, this coupling stopped, as is explained
in the Zohar* with reference to the “chamber of love”: “for new souls did not go
there after the Temple was destroyed.” The sages alluded to this coupling when
they said that God swore that He would not enter the celestial Jerusalem until,
etc.

Le., He would not reinstate the constant “complete coupling” of Abba and Ima, which produced new
souls, until the terrestrial Temple would be rebuilt.
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This is explained in the seventh of the eight gates, Sha’ar Ruach HaKodesh (“the
gate of Divine Inspiration”),* regarding meditative unifications, that one should
not meditate on the vowels of the various Names Havayah, only on the letters
themselves.
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The “incomplete coupling,” however, which occurs in order to sustain reality, is
never interrupted, for were it (G-d forbid) to stop, the existence of all the worlds
would be annulled. As we said, it was in reference to this coupling that it was
said in the Zohar that it never stops.
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This principle applies to both types of coupling, i.e., whether Abba and Ima are
both at their native level facing each other or Ima descends to “sit on the chicks.”
The “complete coupling” is subject to being interrupted, while the “incomplete
coupling” goes on continuously.
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45. 2:223a.
46. One version of the Arizal’s teachings is that arranged by Rabbi Shmuel Vital, the son of Rabbi Chaim Vital, which is
called “the eight gates.”
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We will now explain the said two types of coupling.
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Know that when they are both at their native level, this is their main coupling. In
contrast, their coupling when Ima descends to “sit on the chicks” is an occasional
occurrence, i.e., when there are sins in the lower worlds. For then, mankind does
not have the power to receive the supernal beneficence that issues from the
supernal coupling of Abba and Ima occurring when they are both at their native
level. Ima therefore descends, “crouching” as we have described, and from that
vantage point couples with Abba. The energy “light” of the beneficence produced
by this inferior coupling is less intense than that produced when they are both at
their native level, and therefore mankind can receive it.

Sin decreases the capacity of the individual in particular and reality in general to sustain Divine
consciousness. Specifically, it causes a gap between the intellect and the emotions, disallowing the
emotions to experience the full intensity of the intellect. In their fallen state, the only way the emotions
can receive the intellect that produces and drives them is in a highly contracted fashion, described
here as Ima partially disengaging from Abba and in this state becoming vested in Z’eir Anpin. The

emotions in this fallen state are less purely aligned with the intellect, and reflect (at least partially)
the selfish interests of the individual rather the pure, abstract truth of the intellect.
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A second reason: when the children, i.e., Z’eir Anpin and Nukva, are mature, they
do not require their mother. When they are young and weak, they need their
mother to crouch over them and protect them from the forces of evil, just as a bird
spreads her wings over her young and crouches over them to protect them from
birds of prey. It follows that the coupling of Abba and Ima performed when she
is “crouching” is weaker and occurs only occasionally, i.e.,, when there is some
blemish below (G-d forbid) on account of sin.

When the emotions and their expression are not fully developed (i.e., do not possess their own

developed intellect), they need to be sheltered from the forces of evil (i.e., the temptations of the
world that threaten to subvert and derail the emotions from their proper, holy orientation).
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There is another difference between these two types of coupling. When they
are above, at their native level, Abba and Ima exhibit what is called in the Zohar
“manifestation of their faces” to 3,700,000 worlds, similar to what it says about
Arich Anpin: “The face of the holy ancient one”—i.e., Arich Anpin—"shines to
3,700,000 worlds.”*” This phenomenon exists with regard to both types of coupling,
the “complete” and the “incomplete.”

The number 3,700,000 is 10,000 times 370. The significance of 370 has been discussed previously,
and signifies the shining expression of good will. 10,000 is the ultimate inter-inclusion (the largest

number for which Hebrew possesses a distinct name —ribo), signifying each sefirah sub-divided into
(10) sub-sefirot, (100) sub-sub-sefirot, (1,000) sub-sub-sub sefirot, and (10,000) sub-sub-sub-sub-sefirot.
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But with regard to the second type of coupling, i.e., the crouching of the mother
below, over her chicks, neither in the “complete” coupling nor in the “incomplete”
couple does Ima’s face shine. All she does is manifest into 1,500,000 worlds, similar
to the way Z’eir Anpin’s face does not shine, but only manifests into 1,500,000
worlds, as explained in the Zohar.*®

1,500,000 is 150 time 10,000. 150 is the numerical value of the word for “nest,” ken: kuf-nun = 100 +
50 = 150.
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In contrast, the face of Abba shines into 3,700,000 worlds, as does Arich Anpin.

Since Abba, even when coupling with Ima at the lower level, does not leave its native level, it does
not lose any of the intensity of its intellect. Its intellect thus reflects the full 370 lights of good will
shining to it from Arich Anpin.
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“When a man takes a wife....”

Although this phrase begins the laws of divorce, the laws of betrothal and marriage are derived
from this same passage. In Jewish law, “betrothal” (kidushin) is not simple engagement, but rather a
legally binding relationship that establishes a quasi-marital bond between the betrothed couple. The
marital bond is not fully actualized until “marriage” (nesu’in), which occurs when the couple first
engages in marital relations.
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47. Zohar 3:128b.
48. 3:135b.
49. Deuteronomy 24:1.
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PR
Sha’ar HaMitzvot, parashat Teitzei
Know that when a man betroths a woman, a certain spirit from the spirit of the
husband is drawn down upon her. This spirit is an encompassing light.
There are two types of “lights,” or spiritual energies. Encompassing light does not enter into the
operative consciousness of the entity it encompasses. Rather, it serves as a source of inspiration or

protection. In contrast, “inner” light informs the consciousness of the entity it enters and remakes its
possessor’s world-view, changing the way the possessor lives his or her life.
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Once the encompassing light has been drawn down upon her from his spirit, he
can then engage in full marital relations with her. This imparts to her an additional
level of spirit from him, an inner light.

“Full” marital relations involve the union of the souls of the couple, not just their bodies. By the same
token, full union is not possible without bodily union, either. But the ideal is that these two types of

union enhance each other. Therefore, no matter how close the couple become by being betrothed,
their full spiritual union is not possible until their marriage is consummated.
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Betrothal must therefore precede marriage, for the inner spirit cannot enter her
until the encompassing spirit of this same inner spirit enters her first.

Note the use of the verb “to enter” for the encompassing spirit as well as for the inner spirit. This
is because the “encompassing” spirit does not physically surround the entity to which it has been

given, but metaphorically. It is a present within the entity as is the inner spirit, but since it does not
inform its consciousness, it is always “at a distance.”
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Ta’amei HaMitzvot, parashat Teitzei

As you know, the partzuf of Leah is formed from malchut of binah, i.e., of Ima, and
that of Rachel from malchut of tevunah. Since they all shine from the same place,
they all join together during marital relations.

Leah, the partzuf of the thought, develops from the intellect proper. Rachel, the partzuf of speech,
develops from the “applied intellect,” tevunah.
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Now, Leah is manifest in the dalet of the knot of the head-tefilin, and Rachel is
also manifest as a dalet. When they join together, they form the closed mem of the
word “to increase (lemarbeh) the reign.”*

The final mem can be envisioned as two dalet’s, one written normally and the other upside down and
backwards, forming the angular mirror-image of the first one.

The final mem occurs in the middle of a word only once in the Bible, in the verse, “To increase the
reign and for peace without end over the throne of David and his kingdom....” The word for “to
increase” [le-marbeh)] is spelled lamed-[final] mem-reish-beit-hei.
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The final mem is formed of two hinges and two doors. The two hinges are the two
yud'’s, i.e., the thorns in the backs of the dalet’s, this being what distinguishes the
letter dalet from the letter reish.

The word dalet actually means “door.” Thus, each dalet that makes up the closed mem can be
envisioned as a door swinging on a hinge, i.e., the point where the two lines of the dalet meet. Since

the upper stroke of the dalet extends beyond the vertical stroke, the excess may be seen as a yud, act
as the hinge around with the two strokes of the dalet swing.
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These two yud’s may also be conceived of as the two “handles” to the doors, the 28
“times” of Ecclesiastes.
The word for “handle” is yad, which is also the word for “hand” and the basic meaning of the name

of the letter yud. This word is spelled yud-dalet, and its numerical value (10 + 4) is 14. The two yud-
handles have thus a combined numerical value of 28.

In the beginning of Ecclesiastes, King Solomon lists 28 “times,” in the form of “a time to...and a time
to....”3!
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The door swings on its hinge, whose influence extends in either direction only
by virtue of the power of the yud, for the yud represents the soul while the dalet
represents the body.

The soul animates the body. In general, the letter yud signifies chochmah, the first conscious sefirah,
the first manifestation of the soul in the body. The letter dalet is often understood to refer to malchut,
the last sefirah that “possesses nothing of its own,” but rather serves as the means the other sefirot use

to find expression in the world. As such, it is a fitting representation of the body, which serves as the
means for the soul to express itself in the world.
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Of these two yud’s it is written, “those who desecrate it shall surely die.”** The
word for “those who desecrate it” can be understood to mean “its emptiness.”

50. Isaiah 9:6.
51. Ecclesiastes 3:2-8.
52. Exodus 31:14.
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The numerical value of the word for “emptiness” (chalal) is the same as that of the
word for “life” (chaim).

The verse “those who desecrate it shall surely die” refers to those who desecrate the Sabbath. The
root of the verb “to desecrate” (le-chaleil) is the word for “emptiness” or “vacuum” (chalal).

Chalal: chet-lamed-lamed = 8 + 30 +30 = 68.
Chaim: chet-yud-yud-mem = 8 + 10 + 10 + 40 = 68.

The phrase “those who desecrate it shall sure die” can thus be read, “its emptiness is surely death.”
The “emptiness” is the hollow of the doorway, the space through which the door swings. The door
is the body, and the body by itself, without the soul, is a lifeless corpse.
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This is the mystical significance of the phrase in the preceding verse, “You shall
keep My Sabbaths.” The arms of the Sabbath figuratively spread out to add from
the mundane weekdays to the holy. The yud indicates the Sabbath itself. All this
will be more fully explained, please G-d, when we explain the significance of the
two Sabbaths implied in the plural “My Sabbaths.”

The Sabbath is to the week as the soul is to the body, and thus as the hinge is to the door. The
workweek gives us a chance to express and actualize the inspiration we draw from the Sabbath, but
without the Sabbath the workweek is a lifeless corpse. In order for this relationship to be clear, the

Sabbath must “take over” some of the weekday; this is why we add some time to the Sabbath before
it begins (at sundown on Friday) and after it ends (at nightfall on Saturday).
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Now, the dalet spreads forth as the mem of malchut. The yud alludes to the point
of Zion of malchut, this being the mystical significance of the Holy of Holies.
The yud is often conceived of as a geometric point, since it is the smallest of the Hebrew letters and

the graphic origin of the others—all other letters can be drawn by first drawing a yud and then
extending it in one way or another.

The word for Zion (tziyon) also means “point” or “dot.” When malchut is first emanated, its initial
form is that of a single point that must then be “fleshed-out” or “constructed” by transferring the
malchut’s of the preceding sefirot to it—through coupling with Z’eir Anpin. Zion is a synonym for
Jerusalem, the seat of the Kingdom of David (who also personifies malchut). The Holy of Holies, the
inner sanctum of the Temple, is the point of union between G-d and the Jewish people, and is thus
allegorically referred to as the “bridal chamber.”

Specifically, “Zion” indicates the yesod of malchut, the womb.>
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From what we said above, that malchut takes the form of the yud, you can understand
the mystical dimension of betrothal, which requires the groom’s money.

It was not stated explicitly before that malchut takes the form of the yud, but it was stated that the yud

53. Eitz Chaim 35:3.
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signifies the soul and the Sabbath, both of which are manifestations of the sefirah of malchut. Nukva of
Z’eir Anpin is the origin of the soul, and the Sabbath is the seventh day, corresponding to the seventh
of the seven midot, malchut.

Although a man may betroth a woman “in three ways, with money, with a document, or with
intercourse,”* the prevalent way is with money (i.e., an object of value, such as a ring), which he
gives to her in the presence of two witnesses, saying, “Be betrothed to me with this ring according to
the laws of Moses and Israel.”
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This money embodies the mentality he gives her, which is embodied in the yud,
which has three tips.

We have seen elsewhere that the point of the yud represents a coin. The yud has three tips: two to the
left and one below:

These three tips represent the three sefirot of the intellect, chochmah, binah, and da’at.
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This yud comprises chesed and gevurah.

The origins of chesed and gevurah are present in da’at, as we have explained previously.
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When the bride receives this radiance of encompassing light from him, she assumes
the form of the vav within the six extremities, her back to him. The dalet thus
represents this phase of coupling.

As we have explained previously, the dalet appears to be postured with its back to the preceding
letter, the gimel (from gomel, “bestower”).
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The large dalet alludes to how the partzuf of Leah is opposite that of Rachel. Z’eir
Anpin gives her her dalet for the purpose of coupling. This is the mystical meaning
of the four times the word “truth” occurs in the blessing “True and certain,” as
has been explained elsewhere.

In order to couple, the feminine partzuf has to be “developed” to the point where it is of equal
stature with the male partzuf. This, as we have seen previously, is accomplished by the male partzuf
transmitting his intellect to the female partzuf, so they can be “of one mind” and couple completely.
(This is perhaps reflected in the teaching that before marital relations, the husband must “gladden”
his wife with words, helping her focus on the mitzvah they are about to perform.) The dalet given to
Leah is the four parts of the intellect (the numerical value of the dalet is 4): chochmah, binah, and da’at,
which divides into two (the sources of chesed and gevurah within da’at).

The blessing recited after the morning recitation of the Shema, linking the Shema to the Amidah, begins
“True and certain it is....” The word “true” (or the adverb “truly,” which is the same word [emet] in
Hebrew) appears eight times in this blessing:

54. Kidushin 1:1.
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1. “True and certain, established and enduring....”

“Truly, the G-d of the universe is our King...”

@

“His words are living and eternal...[Your] word is good and eternal, in truth and
trustworthiness...”

4. “Truly, You are G-d, our G-d and the G-d of our fathers...”
5. “Truly, happy is the man who heeds Your commandments...”
6. “Truly, You are the master of Your people...”
7. “Truly, You are the first and You are the last...”
8. “Truly, You redeemed us from Egypt...”
The first four instances of “truth” in this blessing refer to the four aspects intellect given to Leah for

the purpose of coupling. The second four refer to the aspects of intellect given to Rachel.
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The mystical significance of the yud is also that the yud is used to spell out the
Name Ekyeh, which receives the embryo.
The Name Ekyeh, as we know, is associated with the sefirah of binah. Binah, as the partzuf Ima, is the

mother that receives the seminal insight from Abba and develops it in her “womb” into a full-grown
intellectual structure.
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These yud’s also allude to the fact in them are finished the ten Names Havayah
that act as feminine waters.

These ten Names Havayah are the Names used to make Z’eir Anpin into a complete partzuf of ten
sefirot.
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In any case, from this dalet positioned with its back to Z’eir Anpin, when it faces
him and receives the seminal drop, it becomes the Name Havayah spelled out to
equal 45, and is called the closed mem, just as binah encloses the yud of chochmah
within it.
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Now, when it is positioned with its back to Z’eir Anpin, it possesses only one
hinge and one door, as we have explained elsewhere™ regarding the five states of
gevurah.

The feminine partzuf initially possesses only the five states of gevurah; it receives the five states of
chesed from the male partzuf. The hinge (1) and the door (dalet, 4) add up to 5.

55. Eitz Chaim 35:3.
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But when she faces Z’eir Anpin, she receives the second hinge in the form of the
five states of chesed. A door then issues from her, serving to contain the light, and
thus there is then a hinge for each door.

She is then ready for intercourse, since she is a closed vessel and will not lose (“miscarry”) the
seminal drop of light that will deposited in her.
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Corresponding to all this the groom has to do to her finger, for the yesod is only
for her benefit.

The male yesod, the male consciousness’ drive for self-actualization that propels it to seek expression,
is fulfilled only when the consciousness that has developed to this point (beginning with Abba,
through Ima, and into Z’eir Anpin) is deposited in a vehicle for expression that will express it properly
and not “spill” it into undesirable contexts (corresponding to the “death” inherent in the doorway,
as above). Thus, the female partzuf has to have a closed womb that, as above, will contain the seed.
The groom therefore places the ring on the bride’s finger, signifying the seal with which he closes
her reproductive powers and dedicates them to his particular soul-slant on the Divine imperative
to make the world into a home for G-d. By courting her (before marriage) and “gladdening” her
(throughout marriage), he brings their common soul-root to the forefront of her consciousness and
makes her his partner in promulgating the Divine image and consciousness.
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The proof of this is that it is possible to betroth as well through intercourse.

As we saw above, there are three ways a man can betroth a woman, one of which is through
intercourse. Although this is never done nowadays (and probably only rarely done in olden days), it
was technically possible in more innocent times for a man to take two qualified witnesses and have
them watch him say to his bride-to-be, “Be betrothed to me through this act of intercourse according
to the laws of Moses and Israel” and then be secluded with her. They would then be betrothed and
would have to separate until she had time to prepare her dowry and make arrangements for the
actual wedding (back in those times, twelve months later). The intercourse they would conduct after
the wedding, their second, would then formalize the marriage completely.

The point of this is that betrothal is in order to focus the female onto one, specific male and thereby
“close her mind,” so to speak, to all the other, various possible ways of spreading Divine consciousness
(i.e., “men”). The fact that this can be accomplished by an act of intercourse indicates that betrothal
is for this purpose.
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The ring signifies her yesod, which encompasses and contains the light within
her.

Her yesod is her womb.
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When the yud of the hinge is added to her via yesod, she is called the closed mem.

We thus have yud-mem, and she is called “the sea.”

The closed mem is the image of the safe, closed womb that develops and nurtures the embryo. The
numerical value of mem is 40, and it takes 40 days for the embryo to form.** When the embryo reaches

full term, the closed mem changes into the regular, open mem, and birth occurs.

The word for “sea” (yam) is spelled yud-mem. The sea is an appellate for malchut, since, just as “all
rivers run into the sea,”*” malchut is the final repository for all the lights of the preceding nine sefirot,
that flow into it in order to be transformed and transmitted to a lower level of reality, the outside

world.

The formula “Be betrothed to me...” contains 32 letters, corresponding to the 32

pathways of wisdom.
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The thirty-two pathways of wisdom are mentioned in Sefer Yetzirah, and are generally understood

as the 22 letters and the ten sefirot.

56. Ibid.
57. Eccelsiastes 1:7.

Behold harei hei-reish-yud 3
you at alef-tav 2
are betrothed mekudeshet | mem-kuf-vav-dalet-shin-tav 6
to me li lamed-yud 2
with...ring b'taba’at beit-tet-beit-ayin-tav 5
this z0 Zayin-vav 2
according to the laws of | kedat kaf-dalet-tav 3
Moses Moshe mem-shin-hei 3
and Israel veYisrael vav-yud-sin-reish-alef-lamed 6
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